
Kids and Guns 
Firearm injuries are PREVENTABLE

75,000 children are taken to the 
emergency departments with 

gunshots wounds each 

year. Half are discharged with a 
lasting disability. 

Talk to Your Kids and Their Caregivers

• Explain to your kids how a gun they see on 
television or a video game is different from a gun 
in real life. “A gun, in real life, can really hurt 
people.”

• Teach kids that if they see or find a gun to 
immediately tell an adult about it. Urge them not 
to touch it.   

• Talking to children about gun safety is important, 
but it is not a substitute for storing guns securely.

• Apply similar care to non-powder and air-soft 
guns including BB guns, paintball guns and pellet 
guns.

• Used improperly, these other kinds of “guns” can 
cause serious injuries, particularly to the head, 
neck, abdomen or eyes.

• Before setting the gun down, always unload it. 
• As much as a child may want to take a turn 

shooting, this is not a good idea. 
• No matter how much instruction you may give 

about how to safely shoot a gun, children are not 
capable or responsible enough to handle a 
potential lethal weapon. 




